Quality of life assessment in interventional radiology.
The aim of this review was to describe quality of life (QoL) questionnaires relevant to interventional radiology. Interventional radiologists perform a large number of palliative procedures. The effect of these therapies on QoL is important. This is particularly true for cancer therapies where procedures with marginal survival benefits may result in tremendous QoL benefits. Image-guided minimally invasive procedures should be compared to invasive procedures, with respect to QoL, as part of comparative effectiveness assessment. A large number of questionnaires have been validated for measurement of overall and disease-specific quality of life. Use of applicable QoL assessments can aid in evaluating clinical outcomes and help to further substantiate the need for minimally invasive image-guided procedures.